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Executive Summary 
  
LOVEHOUSE 

A Living Center for Culture, Creativity, and Community 

 

LOVEHOUSE is a vision for transforming the historic Doolan-Larson House and Storefronts into a vibrant 

cultural destination that honors the legacy of Haight-Ashbury while creating opportunities for new generations 

of artists, residents, students, and visitors to take part in its continuing story. 
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Situated at one of the most recognized intersections in the world, the Doolan-Larson House occupies a 

unique position within the cultural history of San Francisco. Through thoughtful preservation, adaptive reuse, 

and community-centered programming, LOVEHOUSE seeks to establish the property as a living landmark, 

one that preserves the past while actively shaping the future. 

Rather than functioning as a traditional museum, LOVEHOUSE is envisioned as a multidisciplinary cultural 

institution dedicated to artistic expression, education, storytelling, community engagement, and creative 

experimentation. The project embraces the spirit of the Summer of Love not as a nostalgic destination, but as 

a point of departure for exploring how the values of creativity, inclusion, civic engagement, and cultural 

innovation continue to influence contemporary life. 

 

 

 
 

Programming will include Live music events by KC Turner Presents, Immersive theater play  

A Night in The Haight by Mark Nassar of Compton’s Cafeteria Riot, The Future of the Past photography 

project & exhibitions by Bill Delzell of Speak Local.org, educational workshops, community media by 

Haight Street Voice Radio with Linda Kelly, along with public conversations, and neighborhood gatherings. 

Together, these activities create a dynamic environment where culture is continually created, shared,  

and experienced. 

 
Live music programming by KC Turner Presents 
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The architectural strategy has a “Light Touch” approach and is guided by three principles:  

Preserve, Reveal, and Transform. Historic structures will be carefully rehabilitated in accordance with the 

Secretary of the Interior's Standards, while new interventions provide opportunities for contemporary cultural 

uses and public engagement. The result is an authentic and accessible place where architecture, history, and 

creativity intersect. 

 

 

 

 

LOVEHOUSE aligns directly with San 

Francisco Heritage's mission to preserve and 

enhance the city's architectural and cultural 

legacy. The project fulfills the intent of the 

Norman Tyler Larson Trust by ensuring that 

the Doolan-Larson House remains preserved, 

publicly accessible, educationally relevant, 

and financially sustainable for  

generations to come. 

 

 

 

 The Future of the Past, photography project & exhibition 

 

 

 

The project is supported by a 

multidisciplinary team of architects, 

preservation specialists, cultural 

producers, engineers, sustainability 

consultants, community storytellers, and 

development advisors. Collectively, the 

team brings experience delivering historic 

preservation projects, museums, 

performing arts venues, cultural 

institutions, community facilities, 

immersive theatrical experiences, and 

complex adaptive reuse developments 

throughout the Bay Area and beyond. 

 

Haight Street Voice Radio storefront community space 
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A Night In The Haight 1967, immersive theater play concept 

 

LOVEHOUSE is designed to generate lasting public benefit through preservation, education, cultural 

programming, economic vitality, and community participation. Through partnerships with artists, schools, 

neighborhood organizations, local businesses, and cultural institutions, the project will strengthen Haight-

Ashbury's identity as a center of creativity while creating measurable benefits for residents and visitors alike. 

 

 

 

 

Over a projected 45-month implementation 

period, LOVEHOUSE will advance through 

preservation planning, community 

engagement, entitlement approvals, 

fundraising, design, and construction, 

culminating in the opening of a new 

cultural destination that reflects both the 

history and future of Haight-Ashbury. 

 

 

 

At its heart, LOVEHOUSE is guided by a simple idea: 

Historic places remain most meaningful when they continue to inspire new experiences, new 

conversations, and new generations of cultural expression. 
 

SF Heritage preserves the place. 
LOVEHOUSE activates the place. 
The community helps shape the place. 
 
Together, these commitments ensure that the Doolan-Larson House remains a living landmark, preserved in 
perpetuity, open to the public, and actively contributing to the cultural life of San Francisco. 


