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INTRODUCING KEXP 
HAIGHT-ASHBURY
KEXP proudly presents KEXP Haight-Ashbury, a 
welcoming third space that honors the legacy 
of Norman Larson through the preservation and 
public activation of an iconic San Francisco cultural 
landmark. Our vision transforms the Doolan-Larson 
House and Storefronts into a world-renowned 
destination for radio broadcasting, live performance, 
and music education. This vibrant hub will serve as 
a place where people of all backgrounds can gather, 
explore, and connect for generations to come.

In the Haight-Ashbury of 1967, music served as the 
primary vehicle for human connection and social 
transformation. It used counterculture to dismantle 
isolation and build a compassionate community. 
Songs were radical tools of discovery that expanded 
minds and challenged authority rather than mere 
commercial products. This enduring spirit directly 
aligns with the modern mission of KEXP to enrich 
lives by championing music and discovery.

KEXP Haight-Ashbury is designed as a dynamic 
conversation between the past and the present. 	
The architecture respects both the historic structure 
and the counterculture legacy of the neighborhood. 
The design pairs the historic house with a warm,  
contemporary, timber-framed loft. From the street, a 
translucent polycarbonate facade softly illuminates 
the loft from within, revealing silhouettes of 
people gathering and dancing. This transforms the 
building into a living lantern that projects creativity, 
community, and public engagement onto the 	
historic intersection.
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KEXP Haight-Ashbury aims to energize the 
neighborhood through bold adaptive reuse of the 
Doolan-Larson House & Storefronts. The building 
transforms into a vibrant third space with a range 
of day-time and evening use, opportunities to 
experience live music and KEXP’s broadcast, and 
music education by our programming partners, 
Blue Bear School of Music.

 
 
 
 

Daily activities and offerings include but are not 
limited to:

Hospitality: Café and bar serving coffee, 	
beer, wine

Music: KEXP’s live radio broadcast playing 
throughout the space

Retail: A curated record shop focused on local and 
independent music

Community Hub: A place for people to gather and 
connect		

 
 

Free Wi-Fi: Available as a community benefit

Open Mics: Weekly open mic nights open to 
emerging artists
 
Listening Parties: Vinyl DJ nights celebrating deep 
crate digging and record culture

Live Music Showcase: Regular showcases 
featuring up-and-coming Bay Area artists, 
curated by KEXP and regional partners
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OUR TEAM
KEXP operates one of the most influential
listener-supported music radio stations in the world. 
We broadcast at KEXC 92.7 FM Alameda and San 
Francisco, KEXP 90.3 FM Seattle, and through our 
website and mobile applications. Founded in 1972, 
we champion music from around the globe spanning 
diverse eras, styles, and traditions. Our team brings 
decades of experience in nonprofit leadership and 
successfully operating a public-facing facility at
Seattle Center in Washington state.
 
We are proud to partner with the Blue Bear School of 
Music on KEXP Haight-Ashbury. Founded in 1971 as 
a product of the counterculture explosion, Blue Bear 
has instructed over 50,000 students. They remain the 
preeminent nonprofit school of rock, blues, folk,
hip-hop, and pop music, empowering people to play 
the music they love for over 50 years.
 

The KEXP Haight-Ashbury team brings together 
nationally recognized expertise in design and historic 
preservation, too.
 
Founded in San Francisco in 1965, Gensler brings a 
longstanding commitment to creating a better world 
through the power of design, combining expertise 
in architecture, interiors, planning, strategy, and 
experience design to solve complex challenges with 
creativity and purpose. 

Page & Turnbull complements this work with five 
decades of leadership in historic preservation and 
adaptive reuse, guided by the belief that great 
preservation is not only about protecting the past, but 
also about ensuring historic places remain relevant and 
vibrant for future generations.

Together, our women-led architectural design team 
brings more than 175 years of collective experience.

Photo credit: San Francisco Heritage Website

“NORM WAS PASSIONATE 
ABOUT MANY THINGS…

AND THE GREAT LOVE OF 
HIS LIFE WAS MUSIC.”

-  SAN FRANCISCO HERITAGE
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KEXP is an international community of music lovers 
and music makers, and a nonprofit organization 
fostering relationship and community building 
through broadcast, online, and in-person music 
programming. As a 501(c)(3), KEXP will leverage 
community partnerships with cultural, educational, 
and business organizations to create meaningful 
opportunities for participation, including youth music 
education programs with Blue Bear School of Music, 
neighborhood-focused activities, and collaboration 
with local merchants.
 
During design and construction, KEXP’s community 
engagement plan builds on the trust, dialogue, and 
relationships established during the RFCP process, 
to ensure the Haight-Ashbury community remains an 
active partner in shaping the project’s future. Using a 
combination of transparent digital communications, 
neighborhood events, on-site feedback opportunities, 
community council updates, and small-group 
conversations, the process is designed to ensure that 
community voices help shape key decisions at every 
major milestone.
 

The result will be more than a restored historic 
property, it will be a vibrant community amenity and 
cultural destination. Locals and tourists alike will 
benefit from free and low-cost events, a welcoming 
café and social space, and year-round programming, 
while local businesses will see increased foot traffic, 
longer visitor dwell times, and greater evening activity 
that supports a thriving commercial corridor.
 
By attracting new visitors and encouraging them 
to explore, dine, shop, and spend time in Haight-
Ashbury, KEXP will help stimulate the local economy 
while strengthening the neighborhood’s identity as a 
center for arts, culture, and community life. Together, 
these investments will contribute to a renewed and 
reinvigorated community  that honors its historic 
legacy while being well positioned to thrive, adapt, and 
propel itself into the future.

COMMUNITY BENEFIT

Haight Ashbury Summer of Love
Photo credit: San Francisco Chronicle / Hearst Newspapers 

“THE MUSIC OF THE HAIGHT WASN’T 
JUST SOMETHING TO LISTEN TO; IT 

WAS THE WEATHER WE LIVED IN, 
THE ENVIRONMENT THAT BROUGHT 

US ALL TOGETHER.”
-  MARTY BALIN  



THANK YOU


