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CROSSROADS HAIGHT-ASHBURY 

At the most iconic cultural 
crossroads in America, we’re 
creating a space where the spirit 
that shaped the past continues to 
forge the future.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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home where past, present, and future happily gather to 
converse in song, story, and community connection. 

Our mission is to build Haight-Ashbury’s town square 
– invigorating, eclectic, ambitious. A place to learn, 
listen, share, and discover. A resource for inspiration and 
exchange. A community center that embraces everyone in 
the community. 

Our sights are set on a destination where artists feel 
inspired to participate, where residents feel represented 
and welcomed, where visitors can encounter San 
Francisco not as mythology, but as a vital force, and 
where younger generations can discover turning points 
that shaped the Bay Area and in turn shape their own.

We aim to establish a lasting civic institution that honors 
the spirit of these streets and those who travel them not 
through nostalgia, but through active participation and 
contemporary conversation.

 

At the intersection of Haight and Ashbury stand the 
signposts of one of the most symbolically resonant 
corners in American history. For generations, the 
neighborhood their words evoke has represented 
creativity, experimentation, artistic freedom, community 
activism, and the transformative power of music and 
culture.      

Yet despite its global identity and enduring influence, 
there is currently no major institution dedicated to 
interpreting, activating, and advancing the living legacy of 
this storied neighborhood for contemporary audiences.

Crossroads Haight-Ashbury seeks to change that.

Envision a vibrant cultural hub in the heart of San 
Francisco, celebrating the city’s renowned legacies of music 
and mind, action and art, resistance and change.  

Crossroads Haight-Ashbury transforms the historic 
Doolan-Larson house into a lively and generative 

VISION
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PROGRAMMING

consciousness to race and gender, ethics and equity to 
futurism and technology, kindred arts and political arcs to 
stewardship, spiritual journey, and far more. 

Our programming will span generative series, singular 
showcases, youth education workshops, civic discourse, 
music listening experiences, film screenings, community 
learning labs, evocative speakers, immersive exhibitions, 
intergenerational artist conversations, nationally 
streamed performances akin to NPR’s Tiny Desk 
concerts, and many more public-facing experiences 
designed to attract repeat local engagement alongside 
destination tourism.

Beyond our own curations, we’ll invite forward-looking 
friends and fellow creative non-profits to season the brew 
with their own flavors and spice, extending concepts of 
“community” and “crossroads” across the city and bridges 
alike.

 

Crossroads programming will explore and expand San 
Francisco’s uncharted territory and unconventional paths.

 A place where thinking differently has long been cause for 
applause and culture often as not means counterculture 
– pioneering musicians and visionary artists, trailblazing 
thinkers and high-wire spirits, pivotal social movements 
and brave new worlds waiting just around the corner. We’ll 
welcome them all.

And we’ll do so driven by a soundtrack as eclectic as those 
who march to its many beats. 

Music has long animated and shaped the Bay Area 
landscape as a powerful aesthetic and social force and 
will serve as the center of gravity for this institution. It will 
do so both in live performances by an array of talented 
local musicians and by informing and inspiring the 
broad arc of our programming – from psychedelics and 
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discounts, and admission-free events.

We’ll seek to contribute meaningfully to the continuing 
revitalization and long-term sustainability of the Haight-
Ashbury corridor by increasing year-round activity, 
encouraging pedestrian engagement, supporting local 
businesses, and generating new reasons for residents 
and visitors alike to spend meaningful time in the 
neighborhood.

Our intention is to listen and respond, connect and 
collaborate, stimulate local economy, promote social 
engagement, and further define a strong sense of this 
singular place.

 
Beyond its many artistic facets, Crossroads as a 
community resource is paramount.

We’ll start by inviting collaboration and cross-pollination 
with merchants towards outcomes that promote and 
serve the greater interests of the entire neighborhood. 
We’ll create jobs by employing musicians, artisans, 
designers, curators, historians and writers, technical 
personnel, administrative and support staff.

We’ll offer educational programs for self-expression 
and unique spins on acculturating youth to the arts. We’ll 
furnish assembly options for neighborhood groups and 
students and fundraising spaces for local causes and non-
profits. We’ll provide volunteer opportunities, community 

COMMUNITY
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We’re not bringing a business card to this project but rather 
decades of active, emotional engagement and a deeply 
shared sensibility. We know this place. Really well. Our 
brand is Haight Ashbury; our brand is San Francisco. 

Our team is a seasoned collective of professionals, 
entrepreneurs, and dream makers who have been 
bringing culture and structure to San Francisco for 
decades. We’ve been instrumental in crafting and 
collaborating on iconic institutions and events, from the 
California Academy of Sciences and CounterPulse to 
Hardly Strictly Bluegrass, Burning Man, and more. 

Together with local partners, we have the engaged 
experience, drive, and passion to bring this creative 
endeavor to life for our community.

Our passion for this project is heartfelt and homegrown. 
Our core team alone has spent well over 150 years of 
collective adult life here in the Bay Area ardently invested 
in arts, stewardship, creativity, and community. That arc 
has entailed developing artist partnerships, managing 
complex operations, building audience communities, and 
forging memorable experiences with both regional and 
national reach. Add to that another 150 years of joint local 
professional experience from our satellite team in kindred 
endeavors.

WHO WE ARE

SUMMARY
Crossroads offers this unique neighborhood a rich 
opportunity to create a living engine, a continuum of 
values and aspirations that balances the serious with the 
celebratory, rigor with joy, intellect with emotion, and 
tradition with transformation. 

Like those of archetypal lore, this crossroads will be one 
where people, ideas, eras, cultures, and possibilities meet 
and flourish. 

And within that dynamic exchange we intend to honor 
and interpret legacy while at the same time fostering and 
amplifying the voices of our next generation of artists, 
conjurers, game changers, and agents of grace.


